Beugelsdijk DCM, Linde S van der, Zuccarello GC, Bakker HC den, Draisma SGA, Noordeloos ME. Understanding the many poorly studied families of Dothideomycetes is complicated, while identification of collections, especially of the many tropical leaf biotrophs is a very difficult task as they have been poorly studied and documented. This book on Palmulariaceae is therefore a much needed addition to the topic.
The book is no 8 in the CBS Biodiversity Series and is well laid out and well illustrated. A great deal of effort has gone into researching and compiling this book and the authors are warmly congratulated.
One important aspect is whether the family is clearly outlined and the authors start with a historical review. Certainly in this aspect the family is well documented and the difficulty in understanding the family is clearly stated. A precise diagnosis for the family is also provided although several other genera not mentioned in the book might well fit into this description. The family is also compared with similar families, i.e., Asterinaceae, Schizothyriaceae, Polystomellaceae and Vizellaceae, -but there are certainly more families that might have been included. The differences are objectively outlined and although as the authors admit -"there are many genera that may require transfer between the two families" (Asterinaceae and Palmulariaceae).
Because almost all attempts to isolate taxa of Palmulariaceae have failed and dried material is mostly inadequate the book focuses on careful morphological investigations and information management using important databases.
The main context of this book discusses each genus and this is most thorough and will be very useful for mycologists. The following inclusions are provided for each genus; history, differences between species, ecology, comparison with other genera, diagnostic features, detailed description, notes, and illustrations. In all the book deals with 34 accepted genera, two excluded genera and several doubtful genera. Descriptions of genera are very thorough and are based on the type species and all are very well illustrated (it would be nice if they had been in colour).
There are some nice Tables in the book, including Table 1 .5 which lists host families on which the Palmulariaceae are found and Table 3 .2 which provides a synopsis of ascospores of the type species of genera. There is also a key to all genera of the Palmulariaceae.
This is an excellent book and starts to deal with the immense complexity of the Dothideomycetes, many families of which are poorly understood. Of course had the authors been able to use DNA sequence data they could probably have derived better biologically defined families. However, isolates in culture collections are often wrongly identified, as are names with sequences in GenBank. Therefore the authors have achieved a magnificent task based on the material they had to work with (herbarium material). I strongly congratulate the authors on a job well done.
The book should be available in all universities and colleges where mycology is taught and where work on mycology is carried out, especially where there is a need to work with and identify plant pathogens. K.D. Hyde
Errata in New Titles in Mycology in Persoonia 21
In Persoonia 21, Reflections unfortunately some typing errors ocurred in the following titles, for which we apologise. The correct entries are given below: A whole day is planned to be set aside for the Nomenclature Session in Edinburgh, and all full registrants at the Congress will be able to vote on all formal proposals made to that date, copies of which it is envisaged will be made available at the Registration Desk. Unlike International Botanical Congresses, no system of weighted 'institutional votes' will be allowed. Hawksworth (in litt.) suggests that the IMA Executive Committee to nominate a Chair, Vice-Chair, and Rapporteur for the Session for ratification or change by those present at the start of the Session.
In any event, it has been agreed that Mycotaxon will now publish all proposals relating to the nomenclature which are included in Taxon 
IMC9: The Biology of Fungi. Edinburgh, UK. 1-6 August 2010
Fungal biology has never been as important as it is today and this is undoubtedly the most exciting time to be studying the subject. The International Mycological Congress represents the greatest scientific forum to provide an up-to-date perspective of mycology in all its guises. The 9th International Mycological Congress (IMC9: the Biology of Fungi) will be hosted by the British Mycological Society in 2010 in Edinburgh, Scotland.
Scientific themes
-Cell biology, biochemistry and physiology -Environment, ecology and interactions -Evolution, biodiversity and systematics -Fungal pathogenesis and disease control -Genomics, genetics and molecular biology
Keynote speaker
John Taylor (UC Berkeley, USA) -The poetry of mycological accomplishment and challenge
Plenary speakers
Alastair Fitter (York University, UK) -Nutritional and evolutionary ecology of mycorrhizal fungi Joseph Heitman (Duke University, USA) -Microbial pathogens in the fungal kingdom David Hibbett (Clark University, USA) Nancy Keller (UW Madison, USA) Gero Steinberg (Exeter University, UK) Nick Talbot (Exeter University, UK)
Important information
For information about field trips, workshops, symposia, jobs, studentships, bursaries, visit this website for regular updates: www.imc9.info
Fungal Planet henceforth also in Persoonial Reflections
The concept of biodiversity brings images of adorable animals ('charismatic megafauna') and beautiful plants to the mind of the average person. Many people are concerned about endangered species, and in general about the negative effects of human economic activities on wild plants and animals. Those who fund biodiversity research often have similar perspectives. These viewpoints are understandable, but in terms of real biology, unrealistically narrow.
Few people, for example, ever think of fungi in these terms. Fungi are rarely considered organisms that can be threatened, or whose activities can be essential to the health of ecosystems. A major aim within biology these days is to link fungi to their environment, i.e. to the ecosystems where they occur. Mycologists know that there are more than 1.5 million species of fungi, of which we currently know only around 7 %. The Fungal Planet project is intended to facilitate the description of new fungal species. At the same time, it aims to stabilize the nomenclature of known species, and very importantly, to develop non-technical material on fungal diversity that might resonate with politicians, decision makers and other biologists.
With this initiative, we aim to highlight the world's incredible fungal diversity, and thus emphasize the importance of supporting fungal biodiversity research. Although not all fungi can be cultivated, we intend to make cultures or DNA extracts of all species included in the Fungal Planet available to international initiatives such as AFToL (Assembling the Fungal Tree of Life), and CBoL (Consortium for the Barcode of Life). Contributors must ensure that cultures or DNA are deposited in major international collections to facilitate further research on these taxa.
Fungal Planet is expected to be one of several kingdom-based, consortium-style projects aimed at facilitating the discovery and description of our planet's biodiversity. You and other mycologists are invited to contribute to this venture.
A major aim of Fungal Planet is to remove the bottleneck obstructing species description: it provides a rapid, simplified outlet for researchers to describe species that they might never have time to describe in regular scientific journals because of the time and effort required to write a full scientific paper. Each published species description will consist of two pages, namely a technical page, and a colour illustration page. Additional information (including phylogenetic trees) can be included, if necessary, in supplementary pdf or MSWord files available on-line in MycoBank (www.MycoBank.org).
The colour page will include colour photos of the fungus in vivo and in vitro (if available). The inclusion of a high quality colour photograph portraying the ecology of the organism, either as a background for the plate, or as one element of the plate, is strongly encouraged.
The editors expect excellent descriptions, and illustrations that meet or exceed the state of the art for the taxonomic group in question. Authors must convincingly demonstrate to the editors and peer reviewers that a) their species are indeed novel; b) that they are being appropriately classified; and c) that they are described and illustrated with sufficient detail and comprehensiveness that they can be identified reliably by other taxonomists (organisms such as root endophytes for which morphological identification is not recommended can be included, but should also be given a standard description). If these items exceed the two page limit, the elements in excess can be developed, along with additional discussion and notes on methods, as supplementary material deposited in MycoBank as MSWord or pdf documents, accessioned alongside the species description.
Species descriptions will be published twice a year (June and December). A link to MycoBank will connect with a system allowing mycologists to receive alerts if species have been described in genera of special interest to them. To facilitate clarity in citation, and streamline the link to GenBank, Fungal Planet description sheets will henceforth also appear in Persoonial Reflections, giving them a journal volume and page citation.
Fungal Planet, the book
A major initiative of this project will be to produce a visually arresting, scientifically compelling, large-format book targeted at a non-specialist audience. This book will highlight the morphological and phylogenetic diversity of fungi, presenting as much information as possible on the importance of fungi to planet Earth. We will attempt to portray the full range of ecological niches and roles associated with fungi, as well as the full spate of economic and health impacts. Dramatic colour photos will show familiar landscapes and habitats in a context that will emphasize their 'invisible' fungal dimension. To the greatest extent possible, the 1 000 species presented in this book will be selected by the editors from the new and epitypified species presented in the other parts of the Fungal Planet. Therefore, authors of new or epitypified species are encouraged to submit several additional colour photographs that will not necessarily appear in their original papers, but that can be selected for the alternative published versions of the project. These photographs might include the collection sites of the fungi, spectacular habit photographs, or even pictures of mycologists collecting fungi. Imagination, attention to aesthetics, and careful photography are key aspects for these non-technical photographs that are intended to highlight the fungal world.
Our goal is to produce a book that features compelling design and stimulating concepts, so that it can be used to market the fungal kingdom as an important, intrinsically fascinating, and often surprisingly beautiful component of biodiversity. The most parsimonious tree (TL = 557; CI = 0.599; RI = 0.576) was obtained from a max-mini branch-and-bound search of an ITS sequence alignment using MEGA4
3 . The scale bar shows 20 changes, and bootstrap support values from 1 000 replicates are shown at the nodes. The species described here is printed in bold face. The tree was rooted to Magnaporthe grisea (GenBank AF362554).
Colour illustrations. The Eucalyptus coolabah ssp. arida tree that yielded the type collection: mature spore balls on bark in moist chamber; immature conidiogenous cell and conidiophore (stain: 3 % erythrosine in 10 % NH 4 OH); mature spore ball; delimitation of conidia and collapsed conidiogenous cell (stain: 1 % Congo Red). Top left inserted image has scale bar = 1 mm; other scale bars = 25 µm. 
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Magnaporthe grisea AF362554 (18-24 × 11-15 µm) and has conidia that are longer and wider than those of D. phyllodiorum (6-10 × 4-5 µm). Diplodia lichenopsis has conidia that measure 20 -25 × 8 -10 µm, which are similar in size to those of Do. thripsita. However, D. lichenopsis has conidia with smooth walls, which differs from the verruculose walls of Do. thripsita.
The type specimen of D. lichenopsis was collected by Bailey in c. 1890, near the Brisbane River and forwarded to Cooke and Massee. Two isotype specimens were retained in Australia (BRIP 074 and VPRI 1394). Two further specimens of D. lichenopsis were collected in 1906 (BRIP 4999) and 1910 (BRIP 5000) by Tryon in Brisbane on Acacia complanata. Another specimen was collected by Bailey (BRIP 075) without further collection details. These specimens were examined for the presence of diplodia-like conidia. All of these specimens consist of several phyllodes of Acacia complanata exhibiting irregular pale grey leaf lesions, 5 -10 mm diam, containing small dark spots less than 1 mm diam. On close examination these were found to be acervuli of Pestalotiopsis and no diplodia-like conidia were seen. It appears that no material of D. lichenopsis is extant.
The most parsimonious tree (TL = 112; CI = 0.725; RI = 0.855) was obtained from a max-mini branch-and-bound search of an ITS sequence alignment using MEGA4
3 . The scale bar shows 5 changes, and bootstrap support values from 1 000 replicates are shown at the nodes. The species described here is printed in bold face. The tree was rooted to Mycosphaerella (GenBank AY260085). 
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Mycosphaerella konae AY260085 Conidia cylindracea ad clavata, recta, ambo extrema late rotundata, 20-25 × 8.5-11.5 µm, aseptata et pallide brunnea ubi sunt iuvenia, orientia septata et brunnea ubi sunt matura, saepe cum guttula in quaque cellula, paries dense et minute verruculosus, facies levis in LM, verruculosa in SEM.
Etymology. Named after the insect that feeds on this fungus.
Conidiomata pycnidial, solitary, immersed, partially erumpent when mature, dark-brown, globose to ellipsoidal, up to 300 × 200 µm diam, uniloculate, wall composed of an outer layer of dark brown, thick-walled textura angularis, and an inner layer of thin-walled hyaline cells. Ostiole central, circular, papillate. Conidiophores absent. Conidiogenous cells 10 -15 × 3-6 µm, holoblastic, discrete, cylindrical, hyaline, smooth, indeterminate. Conidia cylindrical to clavate, straight, both ends broadly rounded, 20-25 × 8.5-11.5 µm, aseptate and pale brown when young, becoming septate and brown when mature, often with a guttule in each cell, wall densely and minutely verruculose, profile smooth under light microscope, verruculose in scanning electron microscope, in vitro on Sachs' agar supporting sterilised pieces of maize leaf and in vivo.
Culture characteristics -Colonies on 10 % potato-dextrose agar (Difco) grew up to 65 mm diam after 5 d in the dark at 23 °C; after 3 wk in the dark followed by 5 d under black light, colonies covered the entire plate and were olivaceous-black to charcoal, with sparse aerial mycelium; reverse greyish black to charcoal; colonies sterile. Abundant conidia produced on Sachs' agar supporting sterilised pieces of maize leaf. Notes -Thrips (Thysanoptera) are an order of insects that includes many plant pests. Approximately 10 % of the 6 000 known species of thrips feed on whole fungal spores 1 . Mecynothrips hardyi (Priesner 1928) has only been found on dead leaves of brigalow (Acacia harpophylla) that are still attached to the plant. Larvae and adults of M. hardyi feed almost exclusively on conidia of Do. thripsita.
Tilletia micrairae © 2009 Nationaal Herbarium Nederland & Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures
Sporae globosae, subglobosae, ovoideae vel late ellipsoideae, 24 -33(-37) × (22 -)24-32 µm, luteolae ad atras-rubellas vel fuscas, subopaceae vel opacaeae, paries 1.5-6.5 µm densus, cum verrucis dense sitis, (1-)1.5 -6 µm altis, altioribus in sporis luteolis brunneis quam in sporis fuscioribus; verrucae in sporis luteolis brunneis acutae vel subacutae, spiniformes; in sporis fuscis verrucae sunt obtusae vel clavicipites, sub-hyalinae, superficiali aspectu visae maculae irregulares, subpolyangulares, 10 -15(-20) µm per sporam diametro, segregatae vel fusae in ordines vel greges breves, irregulares, 40-55 in sporae ambitu, facies sporae levis propter vaginam in qua verrucae sunt inclusae.
Etymology. Derived from the name of the host plant Micraira.
Sori in some ovaries of an inflorescence, obovoid, more rarely broadly ellipsoidal or lemon-shaped, 0.5 -1 × 0.7-1.2(-1.5) mm, covered by a thin greyish brown pericarp that ruptures irregularly, exposing the black powdery mass of spores mixed with numerous sterile cells. Spores globose, subglobose, ovoid or broadly ellipsoidal, 24 -33(-37) × (22 -)24 -32 µm, yellowish to dark reddish or chocolate-brown, sub-opaque or opaque; wall 1.5 -6.5 µm thick, including the densely situated warts, (1-)1.5 -6 µm high, higher in yellowish brown spores than in darker spores; warts in yellowish brown spores acute or subacute, spiniform, in dark spores the warts are blunt or nail-headed, sub-hyaline, in surface view appearing as irregular subpolyangular spots, 10 -15(-20) 
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